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ABSTRACT  

 
Conflict plays a major role in famine as 60 percent of the world's hungry people come from conflict and 

violence-prone areas. The current conflict between Russia and Ukraine is a clear example of the 

relationship between conflict and food crisis. The conflict between Russia and Ukraine is not only 

causing hunger for Ukrainians, but also for people in other countries. Conflicts involving the largest food 

supply countries have a direct impact on global food distribution. This research aims to examine the 

impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on global food insecurity using a qualitative-descriptive method. Data 

were collected using literature study technique with the help of secondary data. The results of this study 

show that the food insecurity caused by the war in Russia and Ukraine also has an impact on the price 

of goods in a number of countries. The interruption of supplies from Russia and Ukraine hampered the 

supply chain of food commodities and other agricultural products. As a result, the prices of these other 

types of products have increased. In fact, food insecurity can also have an indirect impact on increasing 

the country's foreign debt. 
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ABSTRAK  

 

Konflik berperan paling besar dalam bencana kelaparan sebab 60 persen dari penderita kelaparan di 

dunia berasal dari wilayah konflik dan rawan kekerasan. Konflik yang terjadi antara Rusia dan Ukraina 

saat ini merupakan contoh nyata dari relasi antara konflik dan krisis pangan. Konflik antara Rusia dan 

Ukraina tidak hanya menimbulkan kelaparan bagi warga Ukraina, tetapi juga warga di negara-negara 

lain. Konflik yang melibatkan negara pemasok pangan terbesar berdampak langsung terhadap distribusi 

pangan global. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji dampak perang Rusia-Ukraina terhadap 

kerawanan pangan global menggunakan metode kualitatif-deskriptif. Metode pengambilan data dari 

studi Pustaka sebagai data sekunder. Dari data tersebut, hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa 

kerawanan pangan yang ditimbulkan perang Rusia dan Ukraina juga berdampak terhadap harga barang 

di sejumlah negara. Terhentinya pasokan dari Rusia dan Ukraina menghambat rantai pasokan 

komoditas pangan dan produk pertanian yang lain. Akibatnya, harga-harga produk jenis lain tersebut 

turut meningkat. Bahkan kerawanan pangan ini juga dapat berdampak tidak langsung terhadap 

bertambahnya utang luar negeri negara.  

mailto:2210423005@mahasiswa.upnvj.ac.id
mailto:musamaliki@upnvj.ac.id


 

26 

 

 

Kata Kunci:  Gandum, keamanan pangan, krisis pangan, perang Rusia-Ukraina, sekuritisasi 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Food crisis is currently one of the most frequent issues where nowadays is crucial to be 

discussed. Food crisis is prompted world leaders at the G20 Summit to call for attention to the 

issue of the world food crisis. In the G20 forum that held in Bali, Antonio Guterres, Secretary 

General of the United Nations, said that the world is heading towards a great food disaster 

where people in five separate places are facing hunger (United Nations, 2022). President Joko 

Widodo in his opening speech at the G20 Summit said that the food and energy crisis are a 

major threat. The situation is exacerbated by the condition of the world that has not fully 

recovered from the threat of COVID-19 but is faced with another threat, namely the war 

between Russia and Ukraine. This has an impact on global conditions because the two 

countries are one of the largest food suppliers in the world (Bisnis.com, 2022). 

The current conflict between Russia and Ukraine is a clear example of the relationship 

between conflict and food crisis. The conflict between Russia and Ukraine is not only starving 

Ukrainians, but also people in other countries. Conflicts involving the largest food supply 

countries have a direct impact on global food distribution. Wars hamper the distribution of 

agricultural products such as grains, especially wheat, and natural gas, which is used as an 

ingredient to produce chemical fertilizers. As a result, global agricultural production is 

disrupted due to a shortage of fertilizer supplies, and countries that rely on wheat imports 

struggle to meet their domestic staple needs. 

Previous research from Martin-Shields & Stojet (2018) found that there is a need to 

collect more and better data on and from conflict zones for understanding and monitoring 

the full diversity, nature and interrelations of food security and violent conflict. In the context 

of the food crisis due to the Russian and Ukrainian wars, research is conducted by Hassen & 

El Bilali (2022) argues that the Russian and Ukrainian wars have indirect impacts including 

hampering Ukraine's export capacity, decreasing labor due to conscription and migration, 

hampering access to fertilizers, and endangering the implementation of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), especially point 1 (No poverty), point 2 (Zero hunger), and point 

12 (Responsible consumption and production).  

Meanwhile, according to Stober (2022), the food crisis caused by the war between Russia 

and Ukraine is a form of food utilization as a weapon of war by Western countries, as Ukraine's 

alliance, against Russia. Food as a weapon of war is carried out by applying trade sanctions 

against Russia by a number of Western countries. Analysis by Lin et al. (2023) shows that the 

global wheat crisis triggered by conflict and food insecurity can be mitigated if the United 

States, China, India, Canada, Australia, France, Argentina and Germany increase their 

production by 2 percent to 3 percent in 2022–2023 to reconstruct global wheat supply 
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patterns. The impact of the Russia-Ukraine war according to Lakhal (2022) will affect the Middle 

East and North Africa (MENA), as well as the rest of the world. 

 Different from previous studies, this paper argues that the wars in Russia and Ukraine 

disrupted the global food supply chain based on analysis using securitization theory and the 

concept of food security. The impact of the Russian and Ukrainian wars on global food 

insecurity can be seen from the securitization efforts made by FAO and Antonio Guterres. The 

speech act was done by FAO through an official report, while Antonio Guterres stated it 

through a speech. The statement was responded by countries in the world by implementing a 

number of policies aimed at protecting their domestic food security. Another obstacle is the 

rising prices of staple foods such as wheat and corn. The distribution of palm oil and fertilizer 

is also hampered due to export restrictions by a number of countries. This opinion is based on 

the analysis of data findings associated with the theory of securitization and food insecurity. 

 A food crisis is a condition in which levels of acute food insecurity and malnutrition 

increase significantly at the national level, requiring emergency food assistance (Global 

Network Against Food Crises, 2022). Acute food insecurity is food insecurity that reaches a 

point where its severity threatens lives and livelihoods regardless of duration, context or cause. 

Meanwhile, malnutrition is the result of a deficiency, excess or imbalance in the consumption 

of macro and/or micronutrients. Malnutrition can be one of the outcomes of food insecurity 

(FAO, 2008). Based on the definition of acute food insecurity and malnutrition, both are derived 

from food insecurity. Food insecurity itself is the opposite of food security. A person is 

categorized as food insecure when they lack regular access to safe and nutritious food to 

achieve a healthy and normal life (FAO, 2002) 

The link between food crisis and conflict occurs through the securitization process. This 

theory views that security is not an objective decision of the state because the security 

condition itself is articulated by politicians or policy makers. Political issues are designated as 

extreme security issues that must be addressed immediately when they are labeled as 

dangerous, threatening, worrying, and others by securitization actors. The essence of 

securitization theory is framing an issue and trying to convince the public (audience) to elevate 

the issue to be more than just politics (Eroukhmanoff, 2017). This decision is referred to as a 

speech act, which is when by saying a word, something is done (Buzan, Waever, & Wilde, 1998) 

Speech act is an important concept in securitization. Through the speech act, the state 

will determine the direction and actions of their next securitization. Speech acts will be 

accompanied by extraordinary measures to attract public attention (audience) through actions 

that exaggerate the urgency and level of threat. Securitization shows that there is an existential 

threat that requires a solution in the form of extraordinary measures, then they frame the 

speech act towards the public (audience) (Özcan, 2013). 

The discussion will begin by describing theory of securitization and food security. The 

second part, we will argue Russia and Ukraine are part of World food supply chain. Third, we 

argue that Russia and Ukraine War leads to the food crisis in the world aftermath. Finally, We 
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conclude that the Russia-Ukraine war creates the worst food security, as indicated by the 

disruption in the food supply of most countries in the world. Obstruction affects not only staple 

foods but also agricultural materials such as fertilizer. Food insecurity can also have an indirect 

impact on increasing the country's foreign debt. 

 

METHOD  

This research uses qualitative methods, which is a method that the focus concentrates mainly 

on understanding the social world by analyzing how its participants interpret it, with an 

emphasis on words rather than figures (Bryman, 2008). While writing the results of the 

research, this research uses the descriptive method, so the method become qualitative-

descriptive based. Descriptive method in social research tries to answer questions such as 

what, when, where, who, and how through depicting the specific details of a situation, social 

setting, or relationship (Neuman, 2014). The research data will be narrowed down to topics 

related to food insecurity that occurred as a result of the Russia and Ukraine war. The data 

obtained based on literature study techniques. The data sources used are secondary data such 

as books, scientific journals, news articles, and research reports. 

ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK 

Securitization 

Securitization is basically a version of security theory that is more dynamic when various 

types of new threats emerge compared to traditional security theory alone. If traditional 

security theory focuses on the form of military threats with the state as the actor, then 

securitization will see that threats will be more widespread with various actors compared to 

the military and state actors solely. 

Securitization is the process belongs to and be the core of The Copenhagen School, 

initiated by Barry Buzan and Ole Wæver. The point of securitization is to process an issue into 

a security discourse. In this school of thought, security is as a speech act by the state whom 

facing any emergency action. The state whom declare “security” therefore has right to stipulate 

measurements to tackle the threat. The threatening object and referent objects in this 

conception are wide, more focus on but not limited to societal/identity security, paying more 

attention to the regional level, but mainly about focusing on securitisation (the social 

processes by which groups of people construct something as a threat) (Buzan & Lene, 2009) 

Every securitization is composed of a security act (by speaking the language of security 

and asking for the adoption of extraordinary counter-measures) and a political act (a political 

decision to articulate the threat in such a way as to convince the target audience) (Does, 2013). 

Furthermore, Emmerse (2016) believe the explanation of the securitization process by the 

Copenhagen School relies on two stages. The first one regards the portrayal of certain issues 
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and the second even more important stage focus to the result, whether the securitization or 

not is dependent upon an audience being convinced or accepting that a specific referent 

object is indeed existentially threatened.  

 

Food Security 

Food security is a term used to describe a country’s condition and ability access to access 

sufficient food to meet dietary energy requirements. On the other hand, national food security 

means the self-sufficiency, i.e. the country produces the food it needs or that which its 

population demands. According to World Food Summit 1996, food security occur when all 

people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient safe and nutritious food 

that meets their dietary needs and food preferences in order to an active and healthy life (FAO, 

2008). So that, by using this understanding, countries may claim self-sufficiency simply based 

on the demand and supply of their domestic market at whatever price would result (Pinstrup-

Andersen, 2009). 

There are four pillars, according to FAO, to measures the dimensions of the food security 

(FAO, 2008), namely: 1) availability, addressing the supply aspect of food which measured by 

the level of food production, stock levels and net trade; 2) accessibility, stipulating food 

security based on the household's ability to fulfill their sufficient food needs through family 

income and expenditures, also markets and prices; 3) utilization, the capabilitys of people’s 

physical body to digest consumed food therefore result sufficient energy and nutrition; and 4) 

stability, afford to continue gaining food periodically. To realize complete food security, these 

four aspects must be reached as a whole.  

Food security is related to hunger phenomenon. When discussing about hunger, there 

are two school of thought (Evans & Thomas, 2017). The first is nature-focused approach which 

argued by Robert Malthus. It argued that population growth naturally affect the quantity of 

the food per capita. The second school of thought is society-focused which view hunger is 

inclined due to people's inability to have food to eat, either for financial reasons or a lack of 

access.  The application of the term food security at the national and global level inclined to 

focus on the supply side of the food equation. The distribution of the available food is also 

critical. If food security is a measure of household or individual welfare, it has to address access. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Russia and Ukraine's Role in the World Food Supply Chain 

Russia and Ukraine are two countries that play a vital role in the world's food supply 

chain. Before the war, during 2019–2020, Russia and Ukraine were the world's first and third 

largest wheat exporters, respectively (OEC, 2020). This amounted to the two countries 

providing more than a quarter of global wheat production. For the world wheat market, 
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Russia's main export destinations for wheat products are Egypt, Turkiye, Bangladesh, Nigeria 

and Yemen (Duggal & Haddad, 2022). Meanwhile, Ukraine's main export destinations include 

Egypt, Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Lebanon, which represent about 50 percent of 

total exports (Knorr-Evans, 2022). 

Approximately 32 million hectares of land in Ukraine are utilized as agricultural fields. 

Ukraine's leading agricultural commodities include wheat, sunflower seed oil, cereals, and 

other food products, such as corn and rapeseed. Wheat and cereals account for the largest 

share of agricultural production in Ukraine at 85.68 million tons, followed by potatoes at 21.35 

million tons and sunflower seeds at 16.38 million tons. This figure has a positive impact on 

Ukrainian agriculture, which has increased throughout 2020-2021 (Angelia, 2022). 

On the Russian side, alongside wheat, the country is also the world's largest exporter of 

fertilizers. Russia is the world's largest supplier of nitrogen fertilizer, the second largest supplier 

of potash fertilizer, and the third largest exporter of phosphorus fertilizer (FAO, 2022). The 

value of Russian fertilizer exports reached US$ 7 billion in 2020. The main destinations of 

Russian fertilizer exports include Brazil (US$ 7.82 billion), India (US$6.5 billion), and the United 

States (US$ 5.34 billion). Russia is also the third largest fertilizer supplier in Indonesia with an 

import value in 2020 of US$ 210.7 million (Pahlevi, 2022). 

Data shows that wheat market demand continues to rise as global wheat consumption 

also continues to increase (Shahbandeh, 2023). The increase is due to the fact that the world 

is currently faced with problems that threaten food security, such as environmental 

degradation, changes in natural conditions and climate in the world, and overpopulation 

(Yakovlev & Alexseev, 2022). Demand for wheat has been steadily increasing over the past two 

decades. In 2019 and 2020, wheat demand declined significantly due to the wars in Russia and 

Ukraine. The ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine may affect the sustainability of the 

world's wheat supply. 

The war has made it difficult to assess Black Sea production and export volumes. Western 

countries do not sanction Russian grain commodities directly. However, economic sanctions 

applied to some bank institutions, companies and businessmen have made it difficult for 

Russian exporters to ship grain abroad and arrange payment transactions (Hamaide & 

Trompiz, 2023). The flow of goods necessary for agriculture was halted due to economic 

sanctions against Russia. Russian grain farmers experienced a significant drop in profitability 

due to a lack of Western technology, spare parts and seeds coupled with logistical problems 

and a labor crisis (World Grain.com, 2023). Russian government imposes export quotas and 

export taxes on wheat and other crops to secure domestic supplies and curb domestic food 

inflation (USDA, 2023). Declining export capacity from Ukraine and Russia, and rising energy 

and fertilizer prices are pushing up international food prices, threatening global food security. 

The OECD in its report states that the loss of Ukraine's export capacity and a 50 percent decline 

in Russia's wheat exports could lead to a 34 percent increase in international wheat prices in 

the 2022–2023 marketing year (OECD, 2022). 
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In May 2022, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres proposed easing restrictions on 

Russian fertilizer in exchange for Russian guarantees on the safety of grain-laden ships leaving 

Ukrainian ports. The UN proposal to resolve the crisis also includes a plan to remove mines 

along Ukraine's Black Sea coastline so that long-delayed grain ships can quickly leave port to 

distribute grain to international markets. The UN proposal received support from China and 

Turkiye. Turkiye helped by becoming a counterparty and willing to provide safe passage for 

Ukrainian grain shipments. 

On July 22, 2022, representatives of Russia, Ukraine, Turkiye, and the UN met in Istanbul 

and signed the "Grain Deal," also known as the Black Sea Grain Initiative. The agreement 

actually consists of two documents, the "Memorandum of Understanding between the Russian 

Federation and the UN Secretariat on the promotion of Russian food and fertilizer products 

on the world market" and the "Initiative on the safe transportation of grain and other food 

products from Ukrainian ports" (Tsukanov, 2023). The first document contains an agreement 

to regulate the lifting of restrictions on Russian food and fertilizer exports, including the 

removal of restrictions and economic barriers imposed on Russia by the US and EU. In the 

second document, the parties to the agreement are Russia, Ukraine and Turkiye, with the UN 

playing an additional role. The second document was agreed with the aim of facilitating safe 

navigation for the export of grain, food and fertilizers, including ammonia, from the ports of 

Odessa, Chernomorsk and Yuzhny. 

The Grain Deal was extended several times. Finally, in mid-2023, Russia did not re-sign 

the agreement. This move was seen as an attempt by Russia to exit the Wheat Agreement. The 

Russians stated that they felt they had been disadvantaged because the conditions for the 

extension of the agreement requested for months had not been met. The agreement has 

helped the World Food Program provide assistance to countries facing critical food shortages 

such as Afghanistan, Sudan, and Yemen (CNN Indonesia, 2023). Russia's decision could affect 

international wheat prices which have fallen by almost a quarter compared to a year ago. 

 

Food Insecurity in the World 

Hunger is a problem that affects individuals, however, large amounts of hunger in turn 

pose a threat to the security of the global community. Hunger is a condition of physical pain 

felt because an individual does not consume enough nutrients. Hunger occurs when 

individuals do not have enough or any food stock to consume. When individuals do not have 

sufficient food reserves, adequate access to food sources, and lack the financial means to 

purchase food, they face food insecurity. Severe food insecurity leads to an individual suffering 

from hunger. 

Food insecurity is a dangerous condition that poses a threat to an individual's health. 

Food insecurity, whether intermediate or acute, is equally worrisome because even someone 

experiencing intermediate levels of food insecurity has unstable access to food. They may 
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sacrifice their remaining material and material possessions to obtain food. The food they 

obtain may not be nutrient-rich, resulting in reduced nutrient absorption. Nutrient deficiencies 

cause the body to metabolize abnormally, resulting in decreased bodily functions and the 

onset of illness and even death. 

The impact of nutritional deficiencies on individuals is that they become less productive 

compared to individuals with better food quality. Low productivity reduces people's ability to 

improve their quality of life. This then extends to the individual's low economic level, lack of 

access to health care, contribution to mortality, potential violence, and the country's low gross 

domestic product (GDP). Such high food insecurity can turn into a food crisis. The large number 

of countries experiencing food insecurity can impact global development and hinder the 

achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Based on the above series of situations, it can be seen that food insecurity is one of the 

roots of the world's development problems. Problems that hinder world development can also 

pose a threat to global security. World development is difficult to realize if individual security 

such as guaranteed food supply has not been achieved. Similarly, the issue of food insecurity 

can be a threat to global security. 

When it comes to food insecurity, conflict is the biggest factor disrupting food supply 

chains and hampering individuals' ability to access food. The current conflict between Russia 

and Ukraine poses a threat to the world's food supply. Before the two countries came into 

conflict, hunger and food insecurity levels in the world were already at their highest. By 2020, 

the number of individuals lacking access to adequate food increased from 320 million to 2.37 

billion (Knorr-Evans, 2022). Global food insecurity prior to the Russian-Ukrainian conflict was 

already at a high level due to high prices of fertilizers and energy. The situation was further 

worsened by the COVID-19 pandemic followed by the Russia Ukraine war. 

 

The Impact of the Russia-Ukraine War on World Food Insecurity 

A report by the Food Agricultural Organization (FAO) predicts that the global food crisis 

will reach a level unprecedented in modern times. Compared to 2019, the number of 

individuals facing acute food insecurity increased from 135 million to 345 million. Meanwhile, 

49 million people in 49 countries around the world are on the brink of hunger (World Food 

Programme, 2022). When associated with the current global context, food insecurity has 

reached the level of a food crisis. This statement was made with reference to the Global 

Network Against Food Crises report (2022 ) which defines a food crisis as generally triggered 

by a shock or a combination of a number of shocks that affect one of the dimensions of food 

security, including food availability, food access, food utilization, or food stability. Meanwhile, 

according to the World Food Program (WFP), the food crisis that has occurred in recent years 

is caused by 4 main factors, namely conflict, climate change, COVID-19, and inflation. Conflict 

plays the biggest role in famine because 60 percent of the world's hungry people come from 

conflict and violence-prone areas. 
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The issue of world food insecurity due to the Russian and Ukrainian war is a 

manifestation of efforts to securitize food issues. Referring to Buzan, Waever, & Wilde (1998), 

there are efforts by world leaders to conduct speech acts or articulations on food issues. Food 

issues that are issues in the realm of low politics are raised to the discourse of international 

negotiations and the attention of international organizations, such as the UN and FAO, which 

makes the issue enter the level of high politics. The speech act efforts of world leaders can be 

seen from the narrative about the importance of attention to food security threats due to the 

Russian-Ukrainian war delivered by FAO member countries on June 13–17, 2022. In the 170th 

meeting, FAO emphasized that the world had been hit by food insecurity since before the war 

due to high prices of food, energy and fertilizer. There are at least 50 countries that depend 

on wheat imports from Russia and Ukraine to fulfill 30 percent of their domestic needs. The 

FAO considers that the war will have many impacts on the global market, especially for 

developing countries (FAO, 2022b). Furthermore, FAO in its report also said that if the conflict 

expands and continues, it will increase pressure on food security. This pressure will continue 

until food from the next harvest is available in the summer (FAO, 2022c). 

FAO's statement regarding the negative impact of the Russian and Ukrainian wars on 

the global food market is a form of framing regarding food threats due to the Russian and 

Ukrainian wars which are seen as an existential threat to the world. Predictions about food 

security conditions in a certain period of time mentioned by FAO are a form of speech act in 

the context of securitization of food barriers due to the Russian and Ukrainian wars.  

FAO is a securitization actor because it is an international organization that has an 

agenda to eradicate hunger. The speech act was delivered at the 170th meeting which then 

the results of the meeting were summarized in an open report that could be accessed by the 

public. This is a way for FAO to raise public attention. Furthermore, as an effort to tackle this 

food problem, FAO sent humanitarian assistance to Ukraine in the form of money, direct 

support for spring vegetable planting, as well as planning broader support for small and 

medium scale farmers to secure cereal and livestock production and support supply chains 

(FAO, 2022b). This assistance is an extraordinary measure from FAO. 

Further, securitization is carried out by the UN through Secretary-General Antonio 

Guterres as a securitization actor. Antonio Guterres at the UN Ministerial Conference on food 

security on June 24, 2022 said that the war in Ukraine has compounded the disruptions that 

have occurred in previous years, such as climate change, COVID-19, and inequality. The 

Russian-Ukrainian war has resulted in an "unprecedented global hunger crisis" that has 

affected hundreds of millions of people in the world. This statement is a speech act that 

contains a narrative about the existential threat in the form of food threats due to the Russia-

Ukraine war is very serious for the world. The speech is delivered at the UN Ministerial 

Conference meeting so that the message is directly conveyed to the delegate countries as the 

target audience of the speech act. 
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Then, Antonio Guterres took extraordinary measures by saying that "a dangerous 

situation could turn into a catastrophe", unless immediate action was taken (Gunerigok, 2022). 

This statement is a call to delegate countries, as the audience, to collectively take actions that 

can protect their respective countries from the food crisis. 

Efforts to mobilize food security issues by FAO and UN Secretary-General, Antonio 

Guterres, through speech acts have received positive responses from their audiences. In this 

case, countries in the world are the target audience who are expected to support the speech 

act. Joko Widodo in his opening speech of the G20 Summit in Bali in November 2022 conveyed 

the potential for the crisis to worsen in the next year as a result of food and fertilizer shortages. 

He also expressed the need to take immediate action to provide fertilizers at affordable prices 

or else 2023 will be worse. This is because fertilizers are the determinant of agricultural 

products and a stagnant fertilizer supply will affect food supply. Ultimately, continued food 

bottlenecks will lead to a food crisis (Hakim, 2022). 

Among the four dimensions supporting food security, the war between Russia and 

Ukraine has caused disruptions to the fulfillment of accessibility and availability points. Russia 

and Ukraine, both suppliers of food and agricultural materials, hampered global food supply. 

Ukraine's exports of top agricultural commodities dropped significantly by almost 50% after 

the Russian aggression, from 19.5 million tons in the previous year to just 10 million tons in 

the same period this year. The decline in wheat commodities also decreased from 86 million 

tons in 2021 to around 50 million tons only in 2022. Ideally, in normal times, Ukraine's food 

exports could feed 400 million people (Reuters, 2022). In addition, although Russia's food 

export disruptions are not as significant as Ukraine's, the economic sanctions the country has 

received could also hamper the supply of food and agricultural materials (OECD, 2022). As 

many as 50 countries that depend on food imports from Russia and Ukraine are threatened 

with acute food insecurity. 

The Russian and Ukrainian wars are impacting the domestic security of partner countries 

that rely on imports from them. While some countries are not significantly negatively 

impacted, they remain vulnerable to food insecurity. For example, Egypt is a major destination 

for Ukrainian wheat exports. Egypt relies on imports for 12 million tons of its total annual 

consumption of 20 million tons. Egyptian authorities claim that the country is not too bothered 

by import barriers from Ukraine as they are starting to work towards self-sufficiency in wheat 

(Mahmoud, 2022). However, the self-sufficiency effort was accompanied by an increase in the 

selling price of wheat from local farmers to the government as an intensive measure.  

This is something to watch out for as it could increase the domestic selling price of wheat. 

In addition, the Egyptian government continues to request emergency funding for food 

security and resilience from the World Bank amounting to US$ 500 million. This shows that the 

food crisis caused by the Russian-Ukrainian war also has an impact on the increasing foreign 

debt of the affected countries. Indonesia and Bangladesh, as Ukraine's largest importers, were 

not significantly impacted by Ukraine's wheat bottleneck. This is because both countries 
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diversified their wheat importing countries (Mcbeth, J., 2022; Mamun, Glauber, & Laborde, 

2022). 

Another country example is Bangladesh. Although not disrupted in the wheat 

commodity, Bangladesh is experiencing obstacles in meeting its domestic oil food needs. This 

is because the Russia Ukraine war also disrupted the world's palm oil supply due to Indonesia 

imposing export restrictions after the Russia Ukraine war. As a result, Bangladesh's imports, 

such as corn, were hampered, so the Bangladeshi government had to raise the prices of its 

domestic staples due to rising global vegetable oil and corn prices (Mamun, Glauber, & 

Laborde, 2022). 

The Russia Ukraine war also impacted global fertilizer prices. Fertilizers are chemicals 

that support agricultural production. The rising price of fertilizers will certainly increase food 

prices. Fertilizer prices in North America increased significantly due to European producers 

who were their main fertilizer suppliers ceasing operations. In addition, the high demand for 

food grains in the United States due to the shift of the global market from Ukraine to the 

United States has also increased the price of agricultural products (Elkin, 2022). As a result, 

food prices in the United States have risen (VOA, 2022). 

After almost two years since the war begin, the impact of the Russia and Ukraine war to 

the food supply chain is still happened. The war has restricted external food supplies flow of 

279 countries with varying degrees. Around 24 countries among it, facing the most vulnerable 

food insecurity due to the high dependent on food imports from Russia and Ukraine, mainly 

Georgia, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, and Mongolia. On the other hand, supply chain in 

of agriculture sector, which is fertilizers, to 136 countries, particularly Estonia (potassic 

fertilizer), Mongolia (nitrogenous fertilizers), Kazakhstan (mixed fertilizers), and Brazil, the 

United States, China, and India (all types of fertilizers). is also disrupted. An integrated 

assessment of countries’ import types, purchasing power parity per capita, and populations 

indicated that the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Egypt, and Pakistan are most 

vulnerable to such supply disruptions (Zhang, Abdullah, & et al, 2023). 

Conflicts, wherever they are, can affect food access, at least for the local people in the 

conflict zone. But it will also be impactful if the conflict happens in the food-bundant areas. 

The current food insecurity arises because of the sudden and drastic decline of food 

production from Russia and Ukraine. The decreased production becomes a shock that reduces 

the availability and access to food grains, domestic food production, food prices, and 

household incomes globally. Reducing external food supplies and developing domestic food 

resilience are indispensable in order to alleviate the food disruption. Affected countries also 

must keep on attempting and ensuring the continuity of the Grain Deal to maintain the world's 

food supply availability.  

 

CONCLUSION 
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Food insecurity is a threat to global security. Food insecurity is a condition when efforts 

to achieve food security for an individual are disrupted. Food insecurity becomes a global 

security issue through a securitization process. There are securitization actors, in this case FAO 

and Antonio Guterres, who framed the issue of food insecurity due to the Russian and 

Ukrainian wars as an existential threat. This effort is referred to as a speech act. Speech acts 

will be the justification for extraordinary measures taken to respond to threats. A successful 

speech act will get a positive response from audiences who have perceptions that are in line 

with the interests of securitization actors. The audience, in this case Indonesia, indirectly 

responded to the speech act of FAO and Antonio Guterres by inviting the delegates attending 

the G20 Summit to pay attention to the global food crisis that occurred. Indonesia even offered 

a solution in the form of cheap fertilizer procurement to overcome the global food crisis. 

Large amounts of food insecurity can undermine global food security because food 

insecurity can reduce the productivity of people in a region. When accumulated, these 

conditions can reduce the country's GDP and hamper the country's competitiveness and 

hinder the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. The food insecurity caused by 

the war in Russia and Ukraine has also affected the price of goods in a number of countries. 

The interruption of supplies from Russia and Ukraine disrupts the supply chain of food 

commodities and other agricultural products. As a result, the prices of these other types of 

products have increased. Food insecurity can even have an indirect impact on the country's 

foreign debt. 
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